Hazardous Materials Specialist Series

California State Personnel Board Specification
Series established July 29, 1986
Scope

The classes in tFhis series are used to perform a broad range of staff work concerning present and
future programs related to promoting the proper management of hazardous materials and hazardous

waste, a safe work area, and protecting the environment. specification-deseribesfourlevelsin-the

Hazardous Materials Specialist Series Specification - Class Titles and Codes

Class
Schem Code Code Class
BH94 3529 Hazardous Materials Specialist
BH92 3527 Senior Hazardous Materials Specialist (Technical)
BHOL 3526 Seni | ials- Specialist (S isory

Definition of Sertes-Classification
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This class includes an-entry, intermediate, journey and advanced class levels. Performs work in
connection with proper management of hazardous and-toxic materials/waste; conducts hazardous
material/waste inspections of work areas; investigates complaints of unsafe hazardous material/waste
work environments, and recommend and implement corrective actions; provides consultation and
assistance on hazardous materials/waste generation to institution work areas; ensure proper storage
and management of hazardous materials/waste; research problems and issues associated with the
proper management of hazardous materials/waste; maintain and update facilities/institutions
Emergency/Contingency Plans, and-Hazardous Material/Waste Management Plans and Hazard
Communication Plan; ensures the institution/facility has the proper permits for hazardous waste
generation including storage and disposal operations; provides training in methods and technigues to
ensure compliance with hazardous materials/waste standards; trains, directs, and reviews the
mmate/vouthful oﬁender workers handllnq hazardous materlals/waste provide in-service training to

Team; responds to hazardous materral/waste SDI||S and reIeases Works with Ilcensed registered and
insured hazardous waste transporters; prepares reports and correspondence; prepare cost/benefit
analysis on resource recovery and hazardous waste reduction; monitor changes in laws, regulations
and/or policies; may act as lead person in connection with requlatory reviews, studies or special
projects; and performs other related work.

Individuals in this class are hazardous materials/waste management specialists professionals who
have expertise and/or strong specialization in ere-ormeorephases-of environmental, chemical, or
biological sciences, erpublic-health-factors—effects;and as well as an understanding of the use of
machineries/equipment employed-in the—of various-technologies-to-mitigate controlof-industrial
processes related to hazardous materials/wastes measures-in-the-area-of-engineering-and-mechanical
control operations-and-industrial processes encountered in work places.

Positions in an institution/facility of the Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation this-series may
instruct, lead or supervrse inmates or wardsryouthful offenders resrdent&er—eatrentsef—the@ah#erma

0 . prevent escapes and
|n|urv by these persons to themselves or others or to propertv, malntaln security of working areas and
work materials; inspect premises and search inmates/youthful offenders for contraband, such as
weapons or illegal drugs. Fheseclassifications-are-subjectto-safetyretirement

Factors Affecting Position Allocation

Level, variety, and complexity of work; nature of public and interagency contact; independence of
action; consequence of error; degree of originality and initiative required; degree of scientific
knowledge and specialized abilities required; degree to which decisions are sought and accepted by
top management; extent of impact on statewide programs; and degree of supervision-exercised-er

received;-and-degree-ef- managementresponsibility.
Definition of Levels

Hazardous Materials Specialist
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This is the entry,training—and-firstworking-intermediate, and full journey level of the series—Ynder

Range A is the entry and first working level of the class. Under close supervision, incumbents perform

a variety of the less difficult and responsible hazardous materials duties. In accordance with detailed
instructions and specific standards, incumbents oversee the proper management of hazardous
materials and hazardous wastes, including the identification and analysis of hazardous materials and
wastes; maintain the Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS) and Safety Data Sheets (SDS); implement
established criteria and guidelines for handling hazardous materials and wastes; oversight and onsite
inspection of hazardous material storage and waste collection-locations; management of hazardous
waste contractors and hazardous material and waste transporters.

Range B is the intermediate working level of the class. Under general supervision, incumbents perform
the proper implementation of correct procedures including following the Hazard Communication
Program; maintain and update facility Emergency/Contingency Plans and Hazardous Material/Waste
Management Plans; apply the correct use of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE); the identification of
hazards in the work place; provide appropriate training for staff and inmates/youthful offenders; and
maintain programs’ records.

Range C is the journey level of the class. Under general direction, incumbents implement technigues
for environmental and chemical assessments, such as sampling to assess chemical and other data to
determine levels of contamination, site conditions, and other factors; follow guidelines for the
determination of established regulatory threshold and bench-mark level requirements; coordinate
hazardous material/waste practice related to land, water and air pollution, and waste with other public
agencies; follow appropriate sampling and monitoring methods; train staff inmate-youthful offenders
workers; develop assessments and alternatives for the mitigation of hazardous materials to staff,
inmates, youthful offenders; advise management of changes in laws, regulations and/or policies and
the impact to the institution/facility; and follow technical procedures for the identification and
remediation of hazardous materials.

Senior Hazardous Materials Specialist (Technical)

This is the advanced journey staff specialist level working in headquarters to provide oversight and
guidance to facilities. Incumbents respensible-for independently identify problems, develop courses of
action, and comply with environmental health-related laws and requlations; apply scientific methods
and principles in the identification, research, and solution of problems in the areas of hazardous
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materials management, environmental monitoring, or waste classification; conducting extremely the

most complex and difficult SC|ent|f|c evaluatlons mvestlgatlons or studles usually dealing W|th

msea;eh—s&udes—and—r&ated—preg;ams—tn—beth—semng& I+ncumbents may act asa Iead pe#sens on

assigned projects, studies, er and manage and oversee emergency response efforts. task-ferces. At
this level, incumbents consult with and advise other agencies and facilities engaged in related
environmental analysis, management, planning, regulation, investigation, and research; meet with
regulatory agencies to comply with requirements; provide consultation to management; may develop
and train staff and others in the facilities;[\WWhat are we training them on?] inspect facilities and
requlated areas; prepare cost/benefit analysis on resource recovery and hazardous waste reduction

for executive staff review; and prepare reports and correspondence.

Minimum Qualifications

All Levels

Education: Possession of a bachelor's degree with a major in a biological, chemical, physical, or
environmental science, environmental or public health, or a closely related scientific discipline from an
accredited college or university. (Admission to a masters or doctoral degree program in a biological,
chemical, physical, or environmental science, environmental or public health, or a closely related
scientific discipline shall be considered to meet these education qualifications.) Registration as a
senior in a recognized institution will admit applicants to the examination, but they must produce
evidence of graduation or its equivalent before they can be considered eligible for appointment.

Additional qualifying experience in hazardous materials management, regulation, analysis, or
research; environmental research, monitoring surveillance; or enforcement, or resource recovery may
be substituted for the required education on the basis of one year of gualifying experience for each
year of college work for up to a maximum of two years; when substituting experience for education,
qualifying education must include a minimum of 30 semester units or 45 guarter units of science
courses from an accredited college.
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Senior Hazardous Materials Specialist (Technical)
EITHER |

Two years of experience in the California state service performing hazardous materials management
duties at a level of responsibility not less than an Asseciate Hazardous Materials Specialist, Range C.

OR Il
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Experience: Five years of increasingly responsible professional experience in hazardous materials
management, regulation, analysis, or research; environmental research, monitoring, surveillance, or
enforcement; or resource recovery. This work must have been at a level equivalent to that of an
Assoeiate Hazardous Materials Specialist, Range C. Two years of this experience must have included
responsibility as a technical expert, developing complex studies related to hazardous materials or
environmental health analysis, research, management, enforcement, or a closely related field.
(Possession of a master's degree in the areas specified above may be substituted for one year of the
general experience. Possession of a doctorate in the areas specified above may be substituted for two
years of the general experience. Candidates who are in their final semester or quarter of either degree
program may be admitted to the examination if otherwise qualified, but they must receive the degree
before they can be appointed.)

Knowledge and Abilities
Hazardous Materials Specialist
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Knowledge of: Principles and development of criteria and guidelines of hazardous material/waste

management; eversightofinspection-of hazardous material/waste generator locations and areas;
management of hazardous material/waste contractors; management of hazardous material/waste
transporters; principles of hazardous material/waste reduction, reuse, recycling, substitution, and
prevention; statistical methods; chemical reactions; management practices concerning safety practices
relating to human health, the environment, and property; effects of hazardous material/waste, and
hazardous substances, and their interactions on the environment; California and Federal
environmental laws, rules, and regulations; basic toxicology, hydrology, geology and principles of risk
assessment and risk management; concepts employed in a variety of disciplines including
environmental planning, managing contracts and program budget, and resource management;
developing resource conservation program impacts and implementation strategies;+eview and
resource recovery issues.

Ability to: Apply or modify scientific methods and principles; collect environmental data; analyze and
evaluate data and reach sound conclusions; review, check, and interpret scientific and environmental
reports; analyze situations and take appropriate actions; establish and maintain cooperative relations;
communicate effectively; prepare clear, complete, and technically accurate reports; apply laws, rules,
regulations, policies, and requirements of environmental protection and resource management
programs; assess the impact of proposed environmental legislation and regulations; understand
principles of risk assessment and risk management; work with professionals from a variety of
disciplines within and outside of State government; and review and understand technical research
reports on emerging public health and environmental issues.

Senior Hazardous Materials Specialist (Technical)
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Knowledge of All of the above and majer—hazardeus—sulestaneeyased—m—eahierma—mdustpy—meludmg

stream—eharaetenstre&rneludmgeurrem—and—ﬁuture hazardous materrals management options;
emergrng health problems assocrated with the use of hazardous materrals mether—states—anel

studies and mvestrgatlons determination-of-variables-and development of reference materials, and
research reporting techniques.

Ability to: Prepare project plans—elesrgn—eempleaeseremlﬁemetheels studres procedures gurdelrnes
and research projects; develop-technig y
these-data; communicate the results and |mpI|cat|ons of studres to non- specralrsts do unusual-and
difficult research and analytical work; exercise initiative in anticipating complex and controversial new
issues in hazardous material management and control and recommend development of programs to
address such iSSues; w y v v v

pulehc—healtkkanel—emﬂrenmental—preteeuerk
relateel—te—hazareleus—matenals— and develop new hazardous materral control methodologies and

procedures

Class History

Hazardous Materials Specialist Series History - Dates Established, Revised, and Title Changed

Date Date Title
Class Established Revised Changed

Hazardous Materials Specialist 07/29/1986 XXIXXIXX --
Associate Hazardous Materials Specialist 07/29/1986 XXIXXIXX --
Senior Hazardous Materials Specialist XXIXXIXX

(Technical) 07/29/1986 --
Senior Hazardous Materials Specialist XXIXXIXX

(Supervisory) 07/29/1986 --
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Updated 6/3£2012-XX/XX/XXXX
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